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Though fore-warned about the Meta project I still underestimated its difficulty. Getting to the position of having a valid research question was a task in itself. Again writing and formulating the research paper was most difficult. Have the benefit of a supervisor was essential for completion of this task and not allowing the need for rewriting to get negative vibes going. Staying on task, keeping the focus on the research question and looking at how best to design the learning experience were all crucial to the assignment. I’m glad the Meta was described as a mini dry run of next year’s work as I felt that my available time this year was minimal to the task.
Working with the children involved was most rewarding. They really got involved. Giving them email accounts from the school website and having them use their mobiles, I felt like I was working and on call 24/7. (I hadn’t done that since my days as a chaplain in A&E). 
The response of the children and their parents was positive and one parent suggested I get a raise in pay for my efforts. As our children come from all over the greater Dublin area they rarely socialise together but the email accounts seemed to open a new line of communication for them after school hours. They all want to keep their email accounts and are offering to help me next year with my college work. 

Their presentation of the webquest to the first year students was excellent. They ran the evaluation sessions on the second day, scored the test papers and presented the results. Their verdict was that webquests were effective learning tools and they would like to produce more to address their specific curriculum.

Overall a difficult but most rewarding term.Missed the group activities from previous terms, felt suddenly isolated initially but the school based Meta activity was both enjoyable and rewarding. 
