M. Sc. Technology and Learning
Reflections
Introduction:
In the early days of July 2006 I came back to Trinity after first arriving in 1978. All my working life had been with children with SEN and I was looking for a short course which might indicate how ICT  might enhance that work. Macu ran a five day course and it was this which sparked my interest in the Master’s programme. I intend to work with SEN until I retire so this course seemed to offer me the opportunity to upgrade my ICT skills and enable me to produce educational material suitable for the children I work with. Sourcing age appropriate resources for children with SEN is difficult and nigh impossible at times and I was delighted to be offered a place on the course. When I discovered I was the ‘elder lemon’ on the course and most definitely not a digital native, I felt less confident but was greatly reassured by the course lecturers and by the group itself.


My own interest in IT, as an assistive tool, stems from a time when I made rubber stamps for banks and other businesses. I discovered that long painstaking sessions with ‘lettraset’ could be replaced by a basic ‘amiga’ computer and printer which I purchased as a Christmas present for my daughters. It guarenteed a process which provided time saving, accuracy and editorial control effortlessly. 
In a number of schools I tried to introduce the ICT as a learning tool but with little or no support. Initially there was no training available but NCTE then began to provide training courses in various teacher centres and I availed of these over a five year period. I believe this course will give me both the confidence and the ability to produce educational resources which will serve to support and enhance the learning of our students
Reflections Term1

In term one my first assignment allowed me to highlight the area of education I work in and to position ICT as both a curricular subject and as an educational learning tool for the whole curriculum. My previous experience with Dreamweaver was useful but I still found technology problematic, particularly the addition of audio/visual components. On reflection I felt that those of us who were offered places on the course could have been primed better. By this I mean that suggesting we read Papert’s Mindstorms but offering no other suggestions was a missed opportunity. Those of us lucky enough to be offered places were so enthused that we would have been delighted to get specific guidance on any preparatory work we might undertake and prior learning of Dreamweaver would, I feel, have been of significant advantage to all concerned. 

 Getting this first task in and on time was a big boost for my confidence and I embraced the position paper task with eagerness. My previous lack of confidence in my ability to write and a long lay off from academic work made this assignment more difficult than it might have been.  

The Lego task seemed at first to be a dream assignment but it was both the best of times and the worst of times for me on the course. Once and only once, in the dark hours of early morning, did our robot follow instructions to the letter and my only witness was our cat Tess, who was totally unimpressed. When we finally ran our Lego project successfully in the common room of the Lloyd we had been through lots of emotional turmoil but we had worked well as a team. We supported each other and carried forward positive vibes to the next assignments safe in the knowledge that others on the course were having similar experiences.  

 The level of frustration I experienced with this project was only matched by my days as a mendicant, celibate monk years previously. Much of the frustration was caused by faulty equipment, both hardware and software, which I hope will be addressed before the said equipment is issued to a new group of students. What save this assignment was the collaboration nature of the task and the support available from the team. Here I feel the course again missed an opportunity or a course ‘hotspot’ as the collaborative nature of the undertaking proved so successful. This was evident at the final presentation of the lego and later at our sessions in the ‘bridge project’. Maybe the initial Dreamweaver assignment might be a collaborative exercise?
 For my webquest assignment I decided to choose the history of my school as the topic and to build a resource for our school website. This project was easier due to previous work with Dreamweaver and I felt I was doing exactly what I hoped the course would enable me to do, produce educational resources for our students. My ability in the technology area improved during this project and I saw webquests as a format suitable for our children in a cross-curricular framework within the Irish Junior Certificate School Programme.
Overall a challenging term, posing questions about ICT and its place in education.Personally I am more convinced than ever that ICT has an important role to play in SEN and I will continue to push for training and resources for both the staff and children I work with.

